STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re ) Fair Hearing No. 16,555
g

)

Appeal of )

| NTRODUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals a decision of the Departnent of
Prevention, Assistance, Training and Health Access (PATH)
reduci ng the anmount of his Food Stanp benefits. The issue is
whet her the Departnment gave the petitioner all possible

deductions fromincone when his benefits were cal cul at ed.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner is a fifty-five-year-old man who
recently began receiving a VA disability benefit of $749.00!
per nmonth. Prior to receiving this new benefit, the
petitioner received a little over $500 per nmonth in SSI
benefits. He receives Food Stanps as a single person
househol d.

2. Wen the Departnent | earned of his new benefits, the
petitioner's eligibility for Food Stanps was redeterm ned.

The petitioner's unearned VA disability benefit of $749.00 was
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used and he was allowed two deductions. The first was a $134
standard deduction which reduced his countable inconme to
$615. 00. The second was a $205.47 shelter and utility
al | omance whi ch was cal cul ated by conparing the petitioner's
entire shelter expense conponent of $536 ($200 for rent and
$336 for utilities?) to his adjusted income of $615. The
shel ter deduction is equal to the anmount by which the expense
conponent is over half of the petitioner's adjusted inconme
($536 - 307.50 = $228.50). After the petitioner received that
final deduction his countable income was determ ned to be
$386.50 ($615 — $228.50).3

3. The petitioner was notified on June 27, 2000 that
his food stanps would be $10 per nonth based upon his net
countabl e income. That anpbunt was |ater corrected to $11 per
mont h based on sonme corrected cal culations. The change was to

go into effect on August 1, 2000.

! The actual gross anount of the benefit is $795.05 but the petitioner's
Medi care paynent of $46.00 per nonth is deducted fromthe anpbunt sent to
hi m

2A standard deduction of $336 was given to the petitioner for utilities
al though his actual utility expenses are about $175 per nonth.

3The Department's original redetermnation in this matter was actually
slightly different fromthis anount since it counted all of the
petitoiner's income. The redeterm nation discussed here is PATH s fina
redeterm nati on which attenpted to correct the prior error at the tine of
the petitioner's hearing.
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4. The petitioner appeal ed that decision because he
does not feel he is getting enough food stanps. He asks for
further deductions but reported no further countabl e expenses
such as uncovered nedi cal expenses over $35 per nonth or
dependent care expenses. The petitioner's disagreenent with
his Food Stanp anount is largely based on his belief that
others who are financially better off than he is receive

| arger benefit anounts.

ORDER

The decision of the Departnent is affirned.

REASONS

The Food Stanp programrequires that all unearned incone,
including Veteran's disability benefits, be counted when Food
Stanp eligibility is determned. F.S M 8§ 273.9(b)(2). The
regul ations provide further that deductions shall only be
al l owed for six kinds of househol d expenses: a standard
deduction, a deduction from earned income, an excess nedi cal
deduction, a dependent care deduction, an excess shelter
deduction and a child support paynent deduction. F.S.M 8§

273.9(d).
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The petitioner received the standard deduction of $134
(F.S.M 273.9(d)(1), Section P2590(A)) and an excess shelter
deduction which was cal cul ated according to the requirenents
at 273.9(d)(5). The petitioner has not presented evidence
that he is eligible for any of the other deductions as he has
no children in his care and does not pay child support to
anyone el se. The petitioner is potentially liable for the
excess medi cal deduction if he has at |east $35 per nmonth in
medi cal expenses not covered by his health insurance. F.S M
273.9(d)(3). However, he presented no evidence that this is
t he case.

It nust be concluded that the petitioner has received al
of the deductions to which he is entitled. His net countable
i ncone of $386.50 entitles himto $11. 00 under the Food Stanp
allotnent tables.* P-2590 D5. As the Departnent's decision
is in accord with its regulations, the Board is bound to
affirmits decision. 3 V.S. A 8§ 3091(d), Fair Hearing Rule

17.

4 Under new figures adopted by the Department on Qctober 1, 2000, the
petitioner's incone would entitle himto $14 per nonth. |f the petitioner
has not been inforned of that increase, he should contact his worker at
PATH.



